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     A few years back, the brand new 
Saucon Valley shops, also known as the 
Promenade, opened up.  Since its opening, 
many new vendors have opened up shop to 
add to the atmosphere of the outdoor shops.
    Popular  retailers include 
Aeropostale,  American Eagle, Lucky 
Brand, Old Navy and PacSun.  
However, the Promenade has 
created a few new favorite stores to 
shop at.  These include the much-
loved Francesca’s Collections and 
even Fuzziwig’s Candy Factory.  
Students think of the Promenade 
as the place to go when the 
weather is warm and some higher 
end shopping is in their budget.
     More often than shopping, people drive 
out to the Promenade to eat.  The various 
cuisines that is offered at these shops 
is tremendous.  They have a reputation 
for having all kinds of restaurants from 
Red Robins to Shula’s Steak House.  
Basically, any kind of food you could be 
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Promenade Shops are still popular after a few years
craving, it can be found at the Promenade.  
Maggie Moo’s ice cream, the Nestle 
Toll House store, dough Brother’s Soft 
Pretzel and Bagel Deli, or Starbucks are 
popular for snacks to eat while shopping 
around.  However, there are many more 
restaurants to go out with friends or 
have a nice dinner with 

family.  These include Cosi and Melt.  
Some of the newer additions include 
Kome Fine Japanese Cuisine, Pandini’s 
(a pizza and sandwich shop), Subway 
and White Orchids Thai Cuisine.  No 
matter what type of food you are in the 

mood for, there will be something at 
the Promenade.  “There are so many 
types of restaurants that make a great 
eating experience any time I go to the 
Promenade,” said junior, Julie Hutchinson.
     Possibly the most popular reason for 
students to go to the Promenade is to see 

a movie at the Rave Motion Pictures.  
The shiny new movie theater with many 
new features has been widely popular 
with lines going out the door to buy a 
ticket on Friday and Saturday nights. 

Some amenities include hi-back recliner 
seats with cup holders and arm rests, a 
definite must, a lot of leg room, top of 
the line projector equipment, concession 
stands and a game room.  Rave Motion 
pictures is known to be the highest end 
movie theater in the country.  “I do not 

like going anywhere 
besides the Rave 

to see 
m o v i e s ,” 
said junior, 
K a t i e 
H i c k e s .  
It is no 
w o n d e r 
that many 
p e o p l e 

often decide 
to enjoy a night out at the movies with 
popcorn and high-end technology.
     The Promenade has grown since its 
opening with many new additions of 
popular clothing retailers, unknown 
boutiques and restaurants.  It will continue 
to grow for many years and add to the 
vendors that already own stores there. 

     If any student were to pass by the 
library since the recent production of 
“Flat Stanley,” they 
would be greeted 
with a photo of none 
other than former 
First Lady Laura 
Bush herself and her 
two Scottish terriers, 
Barney and Miss 
Beazley, toting one 
of Parkland’s very 
own Flat Stanleys. 
Little did art teacher 
Ms. La Due know, 
her mutual 

love of 
Scottish Terriers would lead to 
a close correspondence between 
herself and the former First Lady.
     It all began after Ms. 
La Due, an avid collector 
of Scottish Terrier art and 
memorabilia, realized that 
artist Jamie Wyeth did a painting at the 
White House of the two Scottie dogs and 
India, the White House cat. Determined 
to get her hands on a copy, she decided 
to send a letter to the White House.
     “It was not hard to find the address. I just 
wrote to the President and Mrs. George 
Bush, The White House, Pennsylvania 
Avenue, Washington, D.C. I included a 

photo of my own Scotties and I signed 
it from me and ‘Barney’s and Miss 
Beazley’s greatest admirers, Scotties 
Angus and Grey,’” said Ms. La Due.
     From that point onward, Ms. 

La Due began receiving cards and 
photos from Mrs. Bush and the 
Scotties, Barney and Miss Beazley. 
     “Some of my favorite ones are the 
‘thank you’ cards from the two dogs 
thanking my dogs for their birthday and 
Christmas gifts. They are very personal 
and they talk about how much they enjoy 
them. They are signed by both the First 

Lady and the dogs with their 
paw prints. The signatures 
are originals and the First 
Lady writes the Scotties’ 
names in cute crooked 
letters as if little kids wrote 
them,” said Ms. La Due.
     When it came time 
for Parkland to 
put on the first 
production 
of the 
m u s i c a l 
“ F l a t 

Stanley,” 
a show 
based off of 
a popular 
children’s 
book where 
a boy goes 
on worldwide 
a d ve n t u r e s 
via the mail 
due to a freak 
accident leaving 
him flat, Ms. La 
Due immediately 
thought to 
send a letter 
to Mrs. Bush. 
After extensive 
clearances and 
a few talks with 
the Chief of Staff, 
she eventually 
received a 
letter that was 
also signed by 
former President 
George W. Bush, 
wishing the cast 
and crew of “Flat 
Stanley” best 

Ms. La Due’s love of Scotties leads to correspondence with 
former First Lady Laura Bush
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wishes for a successful production.
     Currently, the cast and crew are 
in the process of writing a heartfelt 

‘thank you’ letter to send back 
to The Bush family for 

their kind wishes.
     “I am so happy 

that The 
Trumpet 

i s 

doing 
this article 

now, so 
we can share 

this with all the 
children who saw 

and enjoyed the show. 
It lets them know that 

someone as important as 
the former First Lady can 

take the time to be personally 
involved in their education and 
future successes. I know Mrs. 
Bush is a very gracious lady and 
she really means it from the bottom 
of her heart,” said Ms. La Due.

Ms. La Due holds a poster of a letter from Laura Bush and a picture of the 
former First Lady with her Scotties.

Letter and picture recieved by Ms. La Due

photo by Erica Shartle

The Promenade Shops are still a favorite hangout among students.
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