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Devastating earthquake strikes Haiti
By Sahar Khan

On January 12, 2010 an earthquake with a magnitude of seven struck southern Haiti and devastated the country completely. There were 33 aftershocks with magnitudes
from 4.2 to 5.9. According to CNN.com, Haiti is the western Hemisphere’s poorest
and most underdeveloped country. This life-shattering earthquake and its aftershocks
have made the situation even worse. Approximately 3 million people were affected by
this catastrophe and, according to BBC News, the “death toll from Haiti’s devastating
earthquake has risen above 150,000 in the Port-au-Prince area alone.”
The United States government sent an assistance of $100 million to Haiti. This
country in need of desperate help is also getting $100 million from the world bank.
Even though the United States and the world bank have been helping, it is not nearly
enough. The earthquake devastated the whole country; many in Haiti have no food,
water or everyday necessities. The majority of the population has been forced to live
on the streets because their houses have been destroyed and they have no other shelter.
Yet the people of Haiti are in good spirit and are trying their best to survive the dreadful conditions.
“Overall, the people are extremely kind and generous, even though they have nothing. I really want to stress this part, because even though I’ve been to a lot of places
around the world, I’ve never met a group of people as nice as the Haitians,” said
Andrew Berger.
Especially in times of disaster, it is essential that people come together to help each
other out and show brotherhood towards each other. Everyone can help the victims
of this horrific incident. Parkland senior Andrew Berger has such a story. Berger volunteered in Haiti to help out with several tasks. His church sponsors an orphanage in
Port-au-Prince that almost collapsed after the earthquake. The church needed volunteers to help the 11 orphans transfer to another orphanage. Berger went to Haiti along
with his father, a doctor, to offer medical assistance.
During the first three days, Berger was in the town of Fond Parisien. He helped his
father and another doctor, who were perfoming several operations. He also helped
translate after he learned some basic Creole from local Haitian boys. Berger then
went to Port-au-Prince where he handed out food, served as a translator and spent
time with local children.
“The most important thing I did, I think, was simply to be nice to the Haitians in
such a time of trouble. I really connected with the Haitians, and one of the best compliments I have ever gotten came from a Haitian,” said Berger.
One does not only have to go to Haiti to help. People can donate to several organizations and every cent counts. Parkland students and staff who have an access to a cell
phone and texting can donate $10 to the Red Cross by texting “HAITI” to “90999” or
can donate $5 to Haiti by texting “Yele” to “501501.” Also, one can text “SAVE” to
“20222” to donate $10 to “Save The Children.”
American citizens can also help by donating to other organizations such as American Jewish World Service, American Red Cross, U.S. Fund for UNICEF, The Salvation Army, Yele Haiti, World Food Programme, World Concern, Shelterbox, Operation
USA, Mercy Corps, Medical Teams International, International Relief Teams, International Medical Corps, Habitat for Humanity, Direct Relief International, Catholic Relief Services, AmeriCares and Medecins sans Frontieres (Doctors Without Borders).

