“La Catrina” vocabulary proves more treacherous than Don Silvestre
By Cain Azar
Many Spanish speaking students have
been introduced to a series of educational
videos entitled La Catrina. The sequel,
La Catrina: El Ultimo Secreto, although
less publicized, still causes commotion in
the hallways with frustration. Although
not as low on the totem pole as Pobre
Ana, many students can agree that La
Catrina does not live up to other teaching
methods.
The video series is split into several
mini-chapters, with each new chapter
advancing the plot. The acting in these
videos, for starters, falls under par.
Reminiscent of Saturday Night Live gone
Spanish, the acting proves both comical
and unrealistic. Regardless, the story is a
bit too confusing for a student struggling
to grasp the Spanish language. Faced with
a large list of unfamiliar vocabulary, each
student is expected to comprehend the
storyline by merely listening and piecing
together the movie’s dialogue. Happening
quickly and with little explanation, the
events unfold and leave the student
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Having been used as a teaching tool for
comprehend an entire page. This causes
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multiple times, skip sections or, the most
popular solution, look at the pictures. The
students are failing to grasp the concept
expressed. The Spanish teachers prepare
each student well for the next level. Each
portion of the language is well taught and
thoroughly reviewed. More time could be
spent skipping over the La Catrina series
and used to explore a new concept within
the Spanish language.
To conclude, the La Catrina series
is incapable of advancing a student’s
Spanish knowledge. By taking itself too
seriously, holding onto a complex plot
and introducing confusing vocabulary,
the teaching tool needs revision. Filled
with wedding mimes, illegal artifacts
and a weird guy with a unibrow at the
library, La Catrina evolves into a tool
that is merely confusing and strange. The
series did score brownie points, however,
during the (spoiler alert) shocking scene
of the murder of Dona Josefa in La
Catrina: El Ultimo Secreto. That was too
realistic. Regardless, the confusing script
paired with numerous dialect troubles
cripples students down a difficult path in
Spanish.
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By Aaron Spikol
By every measure imaginable, from
the overall level of health to the cost of
care, the American healthcare system is
broken. No single institution or group
involved with the healthcare system can
be held fully responsible. It is a systemic
failure. The problem of rising healthcare
costs with little gain in overall health has
been going on for years and will continue
to the point where it begins to bankrupt
the nation. As expenditures on healthcare
make up 17.6% of our gross national
product, it is a problem that only the
government has the capability to resolve.
President Barrack Obama has made clear,
especially in his speech before congress,
what steps must be taken to resolve the
impending crisis. .
Insurance companies must be regulated.
As is, insurance companies are allowed
to exploit their customers, dropping their
coverage for pre-existing conditions and
for minor loopholes. The presidents and
the CEOs of these companies have made
it clear that they will continue these
practices so long as they are allowable.
New legislation will make it impossible
for insurance companies to continue such
unfair business practices.
Health care is the national deficit
crisis. Health care expenditures are
the fastest growing contributor to the
national deficit. If the government cannot
successfully implement reform to curtail
cost and to increase efficiency, the deficit
will continue to grow until it reaches
an unsustainable level. Money must be
spent on reforms now in order to prevent
rising costs in the future. The longer this
country waits the less effect reform will
have.
Health care is rationed right now. It
needs to be understood that healthcare in
this country is rationed by a very simple
method: income. The wealthy who are
insured receive good health care, the poor
and uninsured do not. No other modern
western country does this. The paradox
of the current system is that those who
are most unable to afford healthcare, the
poor who are unable to afford insurance,
pay the most for the little care they do
receive. Insurance companies, because
of their great size, pay enormously
inflated prices for their customers’
medical care, prices that hospitals then
expect the uninsured to pay themselves.

Opinion

Fortunately, most of the country has
health insurance and no legislation
will change that. What is left to worry
about is the 10-15% of the population
who does not. President Obama has
called for the creation of a government
sponsored insurance exchange, whereby
the currently uninsured would band
together into a single block in order to
create the leverage necessary to negotiate
with insurance companies for affordable
coverage. This drives prices down not
just for themselves but for the country as
a whole. Insurance companies need to be
exposed to market forces so that the cost
of healthcare will lower overall.
If there are still people who refuse to
purchase insurance or are unable to do so,
they must be either forced to purchase it
or have it given to them. Otherwise they
will be incentivized to neglect their own
medical needs to the point where they
are then unable to do so. This will cause
them to come into an emergency room
for treatment whose cost will simply be
passed onto everyone else. It is cheaper
to pay for the prevention of their medical
problems than to pay for their catastrophic
results. To this end the government must
provide a public option, mandating it as
the base minimum of health care. In all
likelihood it would only appeal to 5% of
the population or less. There are two main
arguments though that stem from this
proposal; namely that the US government
would be able to provide healthcare so
well that all insurance companies would
be forced out of business. These contrary
arguments are easily refutable. First of
all, it seems highly circumspect that the
government would ever be competitive
enough to put anybody out of business,
much less major insurance companies.
As for the opposite side of the argument,
the government would not be so inept
as to be unable to provide any form of
coverage. In fact, the government is
already providing insurance to millions
of people through Medicare, Medicaid
and the Veterans Affairs department. If
these programs were so horrible, nobody
would take advantage of them.
While there are other points to be
made, the four points above cover the
most important and the most controversial
proposals. The most compelling argument
though is the simplest one: doing anything
is better than doing nothing. The system
in place currently is so bad it would be
almost impossible to make things worse.
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