Freshman week is a hit with Parkland students
by Michelle Moore
As the 2009-2010 school year began,
the older students and the staff warmly
welcomed the incoming freshman class of
2013. In order to help the ninth graders feel
more at home, Freshman Week was hosted
at the end of the week of September 21.
Many activities were held and
participated by the many freshman
students throughout the weekend. Some of
the many events that took place were the
activities fair, the special section reserved
for the freshmen at that Friday’s football
game which also included free snacks for
the ninth graders and the freshmen dance
hosted by the dance team. Also, on Friday
September 25, freshmen were encouraged
to wear black to support their class.
Out of all the activities held for the
freshmen one of the most important was
the activities fair. Every September the
activities fair takes place in the auxiliary
gym for freshman and new students. It is
an opportunity for the students to explore
the many clubs they could partake in
and learn more about them from actual
club representatives. This year was no
different. Many of the various clubs were
signed up for by students of the class of
2013. It was also a good time to catch
up with friends who the freshmen hadn’t
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Freshman girls pose for a quick photograph while having fun at the football game.
seen over the summer. Freshman, Shelby
Brown enjoyed the whole atmosphere
of the fair. “I thought the fair was a lot
of fun. You ran into friends and signed
up for activities with them. It was nice
how there were people there from the
different clubs to talk to you,” she said.
The football game against Nazareth was
also special for the freshmen. A special
section was reserved for the freshmen to
sit at during the game. They were also

encouraged to wear black at the game
while the rest of the grades were wearing
gray. Tickets received at the activities fair
during that day could be used to get a free
hot dog and soda with the use of a school
ID card. “It was really sweet that we won
even though it was freezing out!” said
freshman Emily Russo. Although it was
particularly cold the night of the game,
that did not stop the freshmen from having
fun or even the team from winning. At

the end of the game, Trojans won with a
score of 27 to the Nazareth score of 20.
The following night, Saturday September
26, the Dance Team hosted the freshman
dance. The dance lasted from seven
to ten pm and was a hit with the ninth
grade class. The dance consisted of
many different activities. “There was
dancing, contests, and many desserts
to eat. I loved getting to hang out with
all my friends and dance with them,”
said freshman Loretta Moore. During
the night dancing was the main activity,
but there were also many contests and
items to win. These included tickets to
concerts at the Croc Rock Cafe and even
an Ipod touch for one lucky winner. The
dance let the students catch up with old
friends and even make a few new ones.
Many people think of the beginning of
the freshman year of high school as scary
and intimidating. This has been changed
for ninth grade students with the start of
freshman week. Freshmen Week made
the students feel more comfortable and at
home at the big high school. Hopefully
now incoming freshman in the years
to come will not feel as intimidated by
the concept of high school knowing
there is a whole week devoted to them.
The freshmen are warmly welcomed
and it is hoped that the next four years
are truly the best years of their lives.

Parkland alumna teaches and travels the world’s rivers
by Justin Harrison

a year or so, after which the credits they
earn from classes transfer to the high

The World Class Kayak Academy poses for a shot on the river bank.
   Kayaking, the film adaptation of 300
and international travel are not often
associated with each other. For the
students and staff of the World Class
Kayak Academy though, all three have
been integral parts of the curriculum.
Based in Montana, the Academy uses a
version of the state’s distance learning
program so that students can focus not
only on their academics, but on the river,
which 2010 class president Eric Johnson
said, “Everyone shares the passion for.”
   Students usually attend the WCKA for

   The WCKA’s staff and students take
advantage of both the small class size
and the constant
travel to practice
a
unique
curriculum.
With only nine
students
and
four
teachers,
Hollingsworth,
who
teaches
biology,
U.S.
History
and
World History
said, “I know
my
students
much better. I
know how they
learn. I learn
how to reach
them. I learn
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what they want
Class Kayak Academy
to learn.” One of

school of the student’s choice. During
that year, students travel to locations
ranging from Austria to Chile, spending
part of each day completing school
courses and kayaking on rivers in the area.
Susan Hollingsworth, graduated from
Parkland in 2002 and joined the WCKA
staff in January 2009. Hollingsworth
said, “The greatest pleasure in my
job is traveling to a river, not just
solely traveling, but traveling with a
purpose. Traveling to teach students
and to learn about the river culture.”

on learning” aspect of the WCKA’s
constant travel, such as making active
use of the Spanish language in various
villages. However, he does have

“I can alter my
lessons so it caters
to them. I can cover
the material in a
much shorter amount
of time and focus on
the pieces they want
to learn about.”
some reservations about the program,
saying that it is “not a full high school
experience and that there is “not as much
diversity” as there is in a public school.
  

A picturesque scene of one of many rivers on the kyack trip.

The World Class Kayak Academy met a group of native Tibetans while on tour.
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her students is a fan of 300, so in recent
weeks Hollingsworth, who has been
covering Greek history from that time
period said, “I can alter my lessons so it
caters to them. I can cover the material in
a much shorter amount of time and focus
on the pieces they want to learn about.”
   On the experience of being a part of
such an extremely unusual curriculum,
Johnson says that he enjoys the “hands-

Features

The World Class Kayak Academy is an
institution unlike any other; its students
and its teachers share both a love for
kayaking and for each other’s company,
to the point where Johnson says the
class “turns into a group of friends.” It
is an experience entirely unlike that of
Parkland, and while it has its high and
its low points, its students and teachers
are living life exactly as they desire.
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