The Trumpet reviews the 2010-2011 year
by Sam Wolf

Courtside seats
by Andy Shah
My columns have been absolute
drivel – they have been worthless pieces
of garbage that were worth less than the
manure used to fertilize large gardens. I
thought that last issue’s column would
be my last. I thought the students and
faculty of Parkland High School would
finally be spared from my never ending
rants on Allen Iverson, Philadelphia, the
NBA, and all other below amateur sports
commentary I may have. Unfortunately
(for all of us) that appears not to be
true. Yet, in lieu of discussing the
aforementioned, I have decided to
tribute this column thanking the two
coaches I had during my years of high
school tennis.
Coach Julian Taibi, a lot of memories
both from the start of your tenure here
at Parkland and the years before at
Westend’s summer tennis camp. When
you first came into the cafeteria to
introduce yourself as our coach, you
were near unrecognizable. You were
dressed professionally and you no
longer had the high school persona you
possessed during the times you were my
camp counselor. I remember the first
time I had you as a counselor, you taught
my group and me “Lose-a-Limb” and
you chased us around while we pelted
you with balls and stole your hat. Now
compare that to you as a coach; you
made sure we ran miles during practice
and conditioned us to high levels of
performance never seen before. From
getting free Rita’s to joking around, you
presented the team with a whole new
level of united chemistry.
Coach Art Smith, I have never been
more scared, yet respectful of anybody in
my life. Just looking at your record, you
may just be the best coach Parkland has
ever had. Basketball, Girls Tennis, Boys
Tennis, you name it, you could have
been a coach for anything. Your players
were disciplined; they had a certain
amount of class that you did not often
see with many other teams. Teachers
respected you, students respected you
– you rightfully had that daily parking
space near the pool entrance. With your
years of experience, you always knew
who to place at what position, taking
into account game time ability rather
than mere skill and experience. And
yes, though I took a fall through the
ranks due to that, it was something that
I admired the most. You had a certain
knack for picking those that would win,
that would work the best for the team.
Tennis became more than the country
club activity that we played with our
parent’s dime – it became a true athletic
competition rather than a hobby of rich
pansy spoilt brats.
Coach Neil Curtis, you never were
really a Parkland coach, but you coached
virtually all of us on the team during
your time at Westend. It was truly well
deserved to have the back courts named
after you. You taught me tennis from the
start, and stayed as my coach for ten plus
years; you taught generations before
and after me. Virtually everyone in the
Lehigh Valley Area recieved instruction
from you. But with you, it was always
on a personal basis, making sure we all
improved our game.
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The 2010-2011 athletic season was
full of shocks, twists, turns, victories
and defeats for the Parkland Trojans.
However, as usual, PHS attained
many victories in key moments and/
or in dramatic fashion. This is why
The Trumpet is doing a review of the
highlights of the athletic year.
The first highlight begins only two
days after the first day of school at
Parkland. The boys soccer team took on
the Nazareth Blue Eagles on September
8. They upset the Blue Eagles, the top
ranked team in the district, 2-1.
Three weeks later, October 1, the
football team traveled to Bethlehem to
take on Liberty on their homecoming
night. The score went back and forth all
game, but with three seconds left, Rob
Dvoracek scored his third touchdown
of the evening to give Parkland a 27-21
lead, and an eventual 28-21 victory.
October 19 was a victorious day for
Parkland athletics. Earlier in the day,
the girls cross country team placed
second at the Lehigh Valley Conference
meet. Later in the afternoon, sophomore
Brooke Benedict scored a goal in double
overtime of the LVC field hockey semi
finals against Northampton to end the
game 1-0. Finally, that evening the boys
soccer squad took on Nazareth for the
second time of the season in the LVC
semi-finals. Nazareth, still ranked atop
the District XI, fell to the Trojans at a
whopping 6-0.
The next week, October 28, the
District XI cross-country meet was held.
The boys and girls squads both placed
second, giving them a bid to the state
meet. The girls were expected to place
second, considering their second place
finish at the league meet, but the boys
beat out favored Easton by just one point
to attain second place.
The following week, on November
4, the Parkland girls volleyball team
beat Emmaus in four games to claim
the District XI title, the very first district
title in the history off the Parkland girls

volleyball program.
Roughly a month and a half later, the
Parkland boys basketball team traveled
to Northampton on December 21. As
time expired, Senior Tobi Solako made
a three-point shot to send the game
into overtime. The Trojans went on
to outscore the K-Kids in overtime by
seven, winning the game 46-39.
On February 7, the boys basketball
team embarked on anther dramatic game,
this time hosting the Freedom Patriots.
Zach Muhr had the game of his life,
scoring 28 points, leading Parkland to
a victory 55-54. The next day, the girls
basketball team completed a double
overtime victory against top district
contender, Northampton, 51-50.
Three days later, it was senior night
for the girls basketball squad. After
defeating Whitehall 36-31, the team
found out some exciting news as they
were walking off the court. Nazareth
had beaten Northampton, which meant
Parkland would receive a bid to the
Lehigh Valley Conference Tournament.
After a month of winter sport playoffs,
Parkland’s attention moved to their star
wrestler that took the state as well as the
nation by storm; senior Mike Ottinger.
On March 12, Ottinger defeated the fifth
ranked wrestler in the nation to win the
Pennsylvania State Championship for
the 160 pound weight class. Fifteen
days later, at the Dapper Dan Invitation
Tournament, held at the University of
Pittsburgh, Ottinger, went against all
odds by defeating Destin McCauley.
McCauley was a five-time state champion
from Minnesota with a career record of
286-6 and was riding a 98-match win
streak before falling to Ottinger, 6-4.
Two weeks later, on April 7, the boys
volleyball team defeated tenth ranked
Whitehall in five games after losing to
them only five days earlier in tournament
play.
Thirteen days later, the boys lacrosse
team traveled to Emmaus, where they
ended the Hornets’ undefeated season
with a score of 14-11. The following
week, the boys tennis team defeated
Whitehall 7-0 to cap their undefeated
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season. The squad’s depth allowed them
to only lose three matches the entire
season.
On May 6 the baseball squad was
able to hold off District XI top dog,
the Nazareth Blue Eagles, in the eighth
inning with a score of 10-9.
Two weeks later, on May 19, District
XI held their all-district track meet at
Blue Mountain High School. Parkland
had six athletes place in the top two,
giving them a bid to the state meet. Those
who qualified were: Austin Semmel who
placed second in the 1600 meter run,
Matt Guetzlaff who placed second in
the 3200 meter run, Olivia Hassler who
placed second in the javelin, Lindelle
George who placed second in the discuss,
Oksana Wittbrodt who placed first in the
discuss, and Kelly Robertson who placed
first in the triple jump.
That same day, the girls lacrosse team
defeated Easton 13-5 after falling to the
Red Rovers only eight days earlier, 109. Two days after, the baseball team
defeated Nazareth 5-1 to win the LVC
title.
Five days after Parkland claimed their
first LVC title for the Spring of 2011, the
girls soccer team defeated Eason 1-0 to
claim another District title for Parkland.
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Monica Hagenauer, Mike Ottinger claim
crown in Trumpet’s Top Athletes of the Year
by Sam Wolf
Parkland High School has attained
a tradition of athletic success for itself.
Many athletes who have gone through
the programs in this district have gone on
to continue their success at the collegiate
and even proffesional level.
This year, two athletes in particular
have separated themselves from the rest
of the pack not only on the field, but in
the classroom as well.
Representing the female athletes for
the 2010-2011 school term is Monica
Hagenauer.
Hagenauer has been a member of
the varisty basketball team and a varsity
thrower since her freshman year.
This season, after losing several key
seniors, the girls basketball team was
expected to have nothing more than a
rebuilding year. However, Hagenauer
was able to lead the squad to a regular
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Monica Hagenauer was named to the Lehigh Valley Via-all star team this season

season record of 19-4.
The team captain was
honored several times this
season for her achievements.
She was given honorable
mention by The Morning Call
to the All-Lehigh Valley team.
The Parkland senior was also
named a Via-all star team to
represent the Lehigh Valley.
Hagenauer was also a key
component of the girls Track
and Field team this year. Her
main event was the shot put,
while dabbling in the discus.
She qualified for the league
meet and district meet for the
shot put on her season-best 37foot throw.
Photo by Uppermacongie.patch.com
Hagenauer finished first at
Mike
Ottinger
claimed
his first state title this March
the Lehigh Valley Conference
second at regionals.
Meet. However, when it came
At states, he defeated the number five
to the District meet, or the “Monsoon”,
wrestler in the nation from Pittsburgh
as some referred to it, she finished third,
Central Catholic to win his first PIAA
falling four inches short of qualifying for
championship.
states.
Two weeks after being crowned state
Next year, the two-sport athlete will
champion, Ottinger found himself at the
be attending the University of Maryland,
University of Pittsburgh competing at the
Baltimore County on an athletic
Dapper Dan Invitational Classic, one of
scholarship for throwing. She was also
the most prestigious invitationals in the
awarded the scholar athlete award for the
nation.
girls track and field team.
Dropping down a weight class to 152
Senior Mike Ottinger represents the
pounds, the state champ was scheduled
male athletes as he was awarded The
to wrestle the number one recruit in the
Trumpet athlete of the year.
nation, Destin McCauley. McCauley, a
This Fall, Ottinger lead the boys
five-time state champion in Minnesota
soccer team in assists and goals. Being a
with a record of 286-6, was riding a
key component to the squad’s success, he
98-match winning streak going into the
lead the team to the LVC champinoships
invatational. Ottinger, however, was able
where they lost to Emmaus. The team
to upset the five-time champion 6-4.
finished with a record of 14-6-1.
Several weeks later, Ottinger was
Due to his accomplishments, Ottinger
named the scholar athlete for the
was named to The Morning Call’s All
wrestling squad.
Area team.
He will be attending Central Michigan
The Parkland Senior’s true success,
next year on an athletic scholarship
however, was found in his wrestling
for wrestling. He will be majoring in
abilities. Competing at the 160 pound
education with an intention for becoming
weight class, Ottinger defended his
a math teacher.
District XI title this season and placed

Congratulations

Girls Soccer for winning Districts
& Boys Baseball for winning LVCs
DISTRICT XI SEMI-FINAL
Game:
Against:
Northwestern Lehigh
Date: May 24th, 2011
Score: 1-0
Game Stats:
Score: 1-0
Against: Easton

Date: May 26, 2011
Score: 1 - 0

The Scoreboard
by Ryan McGowan
According to Mrs. Marilyn Stinebaugh,
I’m a complainer - malcontent, as she
says. So, when given the opportunity to
takeover in writing this column for The
Trumpet, I figured I would use this talent
for complaining. I apparently have to
voice my opinions.
Now I know that the majority of you
who do read this expect to see Sam’s
opinions, insight, and solutions to issues
in sports today. I assure you that although
I do not have a jet black beard that rivals
Giants pitcher Brian Wilson’s awesome
facial fur, do not attend Steak Night and
have never anchored PMN in a plain
white V-neck, I will, or at least will try
to fill up this green rectangle with a few
somewhat interesting opinions of mine.
To start off, I would like to talk
about baseball, in particular the Phillies
and the rest of the NL East. But, there
is something I would like to say before
I jump into my thoughts of the current
season.
     I don’t have even the smallest
problem with Jayson Werth leaving
the Phillies. I admit it. I was a fan of
his when he was batting fifth for the
Phillies at Citizens Bank Park, but he is
a replaceable guy. Thirty plus homeruns
does not amount to much when you’re
batting average has never peaked above
the .300 mark. Since he decided to go to
the NL East’s doormat for $126 million,
I just hope he realizes his mistake when
he is in Washington getting beaten down
by some team like the Mets in a stadium
predominantly filled with the opposing
team’s fans.
     Now that that’s out of the way, I can
talk about issues that are actually current
in baseball. As I mentioned before, the
Nationals are the doormat of the NL East
who have not even been close to being
a realistic contender since they were
playing in Montreal as the Expos. The
Mets are like the Buffalo Bills of the
90’s; they may come close to winning
but will ultimately and undoubtedly find
a way to blow it. As far as the Marlins and
Braves, they are decent teams that may
give Philadelphia a run for its money if
the Phillies don’t get it together.
    Arguably the best rotation in the history
of baseball will not win a championship
without run support from the offense.
Injuries, slumps and of course Raul
Ibanez, who could not get a hit in a game
of Tee-ball, are weighing down this
team. Hopefully, new life in the form of
Chase Utley’s return and exciting young
players like Vance Worley will be what
this team needs to return to the Fall
Classic.
     Wow! I kind of underestimated how
quickly this green box would fill up. I
had a long list of complaints about the
NFL, but I think you can guess my views
on it.

Game stats:
Against: Nazareth
Date: May 21, 2011
Score: 5-1
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