Navy SEALs succeed in assassinating Bin Laden
by A.T. Spikol
On Sunday, May 1, President Obama
announced on television the killing of
Osama bin Laden by the U.S. military
and Central Intelligence Agency (CIA),
declaring that “The death of Bin Laden
marks the most significant achievement
to date in our nation's effort to defeat alQaeda.” Osama bin Laden had been a
target of the United States government
ever since his terrorist organization, alQaeda, executed a simultaneous attack
on the US embassies in Tanzania and Kenya in 1998, but he is most noted for the
terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001,
which he planned and authorized.
The killing came after years of arduous
intelligence work conducted by the CIA,
along with the other governmental counterterrorism and intelligence agencies,
much of it developed from sources who
were or are detained in the Guantanamo
Bay detention camp. The significant
break came in August 2010, when one
of bin Laden’s high-level couriers was
located and traced to a large, suspicious
compound in the Pakistani city of Abbottabad. After months of surveillance using methods that are still classified, the
intelligence suggested a 60-80% chance
of bin Laden residing in the compound.
In order to prepare for the assault, Seal
Team Six, which operates under the elite
Joint Special Operations Command, built
a replica of the compound and practiced
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difference being either killed or captured
by U.S. forces. While bin Laden was influential within this group, and served as
a powerful international symbol for terrorism, it is notable that most of the organizations calling themselves al Qaeda,
such as al Qaeda in Mesopotamia and al
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, are not
under bin Laden’s or his close associates’
direct command and that they receive little direction or funding from the al Qaeda
main branch.
Yet while al Qaeda’s ideology and various branches continue to operate in the
wake of his death, they are doing so in a
climate that has called into serious question their ability to command influence
in the Muslim world. The mass secularist uprisings, which have caused the fall
of the regimes in Egypt and Tunisia, long
targets of al Qaeda, espouse views largely antithetical to the al Qaeda line. The
new regimes, whether they are pluralistic
or not, are poised to possibly relegate al
Qaeda to a still dangerous, but increasingly irrelevant role in international affairs, a fact which bin Laden’s death is
only likely to compound. According to
a member of the Muslim Brotherhood
(an Islamist political party) interviewed
by CBS news, “The killing of Osama bin
Laden can be a new start for a dual call,
or a dual respect and search for common interests and common values that
can build and make a bridge between the
West and the Arab and Islamic world.”

By Michelle Moore
Approximately 7 million animals
enter animal shelters each year in the
United States. Of these animals, most
are either abandoned by their owners or picked up by Animal Control as
strays. Each year less than 15 percent
of these animals are rescued by original owners; the rest are up for adoption.
While most household pets are obtained through other means such as pet
stores or family adoption, more are beginning to be brought home from shelters.
Every few weeks at Petcos across
the
country
National Adoption
Weekends are held. The most recent one was the weekend of May
14th and May 15th, but there is another one in a few weeks in mid-June.
These events are sponsored by companies such as Blue Buffalo pet food,
Purely for Pets, Ellen Degeneres’ HALO
association and Petco itself. People can
adopt pets on the Saturday of these pet
adoption weekends from 11 am to 3
pm and on Sunday from noon to 4 pm.
Students looking to adopt a pet should
stop by the Petco on MacArthur Road in
Whitehall or Lehigh Street in Allentown
on the next adoption weekend. As homes
for over 16,000 pets are needed, it should
not be hard to find a pet to take home.
Those adopting pets from shelters
need to remember a few important
things. Many animals from shelters
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wind up having behavioral problems
due to the distress of previous owners,
and those wishing to adopt these pets
should be ready to deal with their quirks.
Although pets with extreme issues such
as biting are not put up for adoption,
many who are can easily be excited or
scared and are often nervous around
strangers but are capable of finding a
forever family. Students must realize that
these animals are just as easy to love as
those bought from a breeder or store.
“They need homes so that every animal has someone to take care of them,”
said senior Jennifer Rizzolo. It is vital to
remember that many of these pets in shelters have been treated poorly in the past,
and therefore, they may be slow to warm
up to their new owners. The pets could require extra attention and love and should
be shown that they are cared about. Everyone should realize that these animals
should not suffer because of poor treatment of past owners. “They deserve a loving family too,” said freshman Annie Fox.
Every day thousands of animals are
left in shelters. These animals continue to suffer each day as they live
without a home and their own loving family. Students who want to help
the cause should attend the next adoption weekend and spread the word to
others of the importance of adoption.
Doing so would benefit both the family
who would get a loving pet and the animals who would get a family who would
care for them for the rest of their lives.
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Editors’ Note:

We are Riddhi Doshi and Rae Holly,
the 2011-2012 Editors in Chief of The
Trumpet. This issue the staff worked
esspecially hard to write relevant articles that will inform, educate, and
entertain you. Check out page 11 for
"You know you're a senior when" for
a good laugh. Also take a look at the
reviews on page 15 to see what we
think about the newest shows, books,
and movies. Plus, we have an article
addressing the concerns about the
new Keystone exams on page 2.
We hope you enjoy this issue! Please
feel free to contact us anytime with
story ideas or concerns.

Your Editors,

