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The schedule for double period classes
is not beneficial for students or teachers,
and all involved would be better off having
those classes everyday for a single period.
It is very difficult for the average
high school student to stay completely
focused for the duration of one period,
let alone two. It is especially hard if
the students are not particularly fond
of their double period subject or they
are just not interested in the topics
discussed on a certain day. Slowly but
surely, everyone in the room starts to
zone out; some come back, some go
in and out of comprehension and some
are lost for the remainder of class after
the first forty minutes or far sooner.
Since so much information must be
covered in one meeting, teachers, through
no fault of their own, feel pressure to
squeeze in as much of the necessary
material as possible. They are aware that
they will not see the class again until the
day after the next and know they have a
set curriculum they must attempt to teach
for the year. Students are deterred from
asking questions, not wanting to distract
the teacher for too long on one question,
knowing that would anger both the
teacher and dedicated students. This is no
way to encourage class participation and
only hampers students’ ability to learn.
The teachers also often waste time
each class repeating what they have
already said during a previous class
because they have forgotten the details
of what they taught after so much time
has elapsed between the classes. On the

bright side, the students do not notice
or do not care about the reiteration
because they too have forgotten or
need a refresher on what was covered.
Another important factor to mention is
that teachers are not immune to going off
on tangents or losing their trains of thought.
As difficult as it is to sit through a class
for an hour and half during a long school
day, it is equally tricky to teach for that
long, especially while rushing, repeating
and rambling to twenty lifeless bodies.
If changing double period classes to single
period classes who meet daily instead of
every other day is too drastic, perhaps
instating a required break in between the
two periods would help alleviate some
students of the “zombie syndrome.” A
few teachers do allow a five minute break
at that time already, but many do not and
will not unless it is mandatory. Another
disappointment is that the TV studio’s
afternoon announcements go on around
then between eighth and ninth period. A
good number of teachers of some double
period classes completely ignore the
announcements or feel the need to try to
teach through them. This is unfortunate
because students could miss hearing
something important and also because
the TV studio staff works really hard
to put these announcements together.
Double period classes are not useful
and should not exist, with the exception
of certain AP classes, where most of
the students will force themselves to
stay on track and go in knowing what
they are signing up for. Otherwise,
the pre-mentioned reasons prove that
double periods ought to be abolished.

Christmas excitement starts early
by Michelle Moore
As December rolls around, it is yet
again a time for thoughts of Christmas and
holiday spirit. People are starting to get
ready to decorate and put on the radio to
listen for holiday jingles. However, many
are now realizing they are some of the last
people to do so, as most people decorate
well before the winter holidays today.
Years ago, decorating after
Thanksgiving was normal. Today though,
people are getting ready for the holidays
much earlier. Before Halloween is even
over, many stores are already putting
out their Christmas and other holiday
decorations. These same stores are also
putting advertisements in the paper and
advertising in stores before Thanksgiving
dinner is even served. This causes stress
and chaos for parents and others who begin
to worry if they will have enough time to
shop for gifts. It does not help that many
of these advertisements are geared toward
children, who then talk about the holidays
nonstop well before the actual date.
As soon as these decorations go into
the stores, most families are already
thinking about decorating for the
Christmas time holidays. Long gone are
the days of decorating for Halloween
and Thanksgiving along with Christmas.
Today, Christmas, Hanukkah and
Kwanza decorating is the main priority.
Many families feel as though holiday
decorating with their families brings
them closer together. This is thought to
start new holiday traditions which may
be loved by many but hated by others.
One of the aspects of the holidays
happening much earlier is the playing
of Christmas carols. This long loved
holiday tradition dates back hundreds
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of years and is still alive today. Many
people love these songs so much that
they play them in their cars and homes as
early as September. This annoying habit
can cause much frustration for those
not equally enthusiastic. The playing
of these songs is also beginning to be
played much earlier on the radio. Some
stations start playing these carols as soon
as the air starts to turn cool, and the ones
that do not start playing them as soon
as Thanksgiving rolls around. Although
these song are loved and appreciated by
some, there is such a thing as too much.
By the time December arrives, carols are
being played on many stations all day and
night. A good percentage of these radio
stations do not even play any other songs
during the holidays. This can be quite
an annoyance to many when all they
hear all day long are Christmas jingles.
The holiday time is loved by countless
amounts of people. It is a time to be
with family and friends and to celebrate.
Children and adults alike get excited
when they see the first decorations in
stores or get holiday advertisements
in the mail. They get that tingle of joy
when they turn on the radio and hear that
first Christmas carol being played. The
holidays are a time of joy and charity.
It is a time to give to others and feel
good about it. This joy is increased by
the amount of holiday signs everywhere.
For every Christmas loving spirit in
the world, though, there will always
be a Scrooge. These are people that,
as soon they see or hear any sign of
holiday joy, are annoyed. People like
this feel as though the holidays come
too soon and are an annoyance. These
people have a point, though. With
Christmas coming earlier and earlier, in
ten years it might be a six-month event.
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